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NOTEBOOK: Hi Chris, thanks 
for agreeing to chat. So you’re 
mainly known for your first 
album, Twisted City, which was 
a concept album based on stops 
round the London Underground. 
You seem to have quite an 
ambivalent relationship with 
London. Does London feel like 
home to you yet?
CHRIS SINGLETON: I think you 
only feel at home somewhere 
if your circumstances are 
right — both in a personal and 
professional respect. What's 
interesting about London with 
regard to that is the scale of 
the place — it's so big, and 
so fast-moving, that those 
circumstances can change very 
rapidly and radically. There are 
more opportunities here but 
more people chasing them; you 
can feel settled one day and 
unsettled the next. Whether or 
not I feel at home here I'm not 
sure — but London definitely 
does give me, as a musician, 
plenty to write about. 'Twisted 
City' was all about discovering 
the city.
NOTEBOOK: You moved here 

fairly recently I take it?
CHRIS SINGLETON: I moved in 
2004. I’ve been going out with 
this girl for quite a while, and 
we used to commute between 
Dublin and London to see 
each other, so I had a lot of 
experience of travelling around 
it. Actually, it was while I was 
travelling that I got the idea of 
the album. I wrote the lyrics on 

scraps of Underground tickets 
and whatever was at hand. The 
whole album took me ages — so, 
not very rock and roll. 

“It was while commuting 
from Dublin to London 
that I got the idea 
for Twisted City”
NOTEBOOK: When you were 
writing that album, how did 
you feel about going solo? You’d 
been in a band, hadn’t you, 
prior to Twisted City?
CHRIS SINGLETON: Yes, but I’ve 
always been quite independent 
when it comes to music, and I 
like to have control over what 
I’m doing. That said, I think 
I prefer working with others 
when I can. On Twisted City I 
worked entirely on my own, 
playing most of the instruments 
and overdubbing stuff. The 
new album is much more 
collaborative in that respect; 

there are a lot 
more people 
involved.  
NOTEBOOK: I 
notice you’ve 
posted three new 
songs on your 
myspace [www.
myspace.com/
chrissingleton]— 
is this a sample 
taster of your 
new album? How 
does your new 
material compare 
with Twisted City?
CHRIS 
SINGLETON: Well, 
there are more 
instruments; it’s 
faster; I think 

there’s a bit more humour. 
That’s what I feel. I would say 
it’s more colourful and more 
overt, and there are American 
influences. I spend a lot of time 
ripping off Lou Reed and Neil 
Young. It’s probably a bit less 
Brit rock than the last album.
NOTEBOOK: And is there an 
overarching theme or concept, 
as there was for Twisted City?
CHRIS SINGLETON: This one’s 
more spontaneous. There isn’t 
an overarching theme as yet, 
but I haven’t quite finished it 
yet, so something may pop up!
NOTEBOOK: Your songs seem to 
me very personal — while at the 
same time being abstract and 
open to interpretation — but 
I’ve also noticed that you keep 
a blog about political issues and 
current affairs. Have you ever 
thought about writing a political 
song? 
CHRIS SINGLETON: It’s very 
hard to write a political song 
and get away with it — many 
bands have tried and failed. At 
least for me, songs tend to just 
evolve or come out of the spur 
of the moment, but when you’re 
making a political argument 
things have to be very rigorously 

The Notebook Interview: 
Chris Singleton
Dublin-born singer-songwriter Chris Singleton is performing at 
The Troubadour on January 29th. Inspired by classic 60s and 
70s pop/rock, his simple, melodic style brings to mind bands 
like The Beatles and The Kinks: Irish Times described his music 
as 'some of the best pop/rock you're likely to hear this or any 
year'. Now he chats to Abi Millar about London, the colours of 
instruments and gigging in the back of cabs.
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day I’ll find the right sort of 
language to write a political 
song; for now, though, my songs 
are personal, leaving enough 
wiggle room for people to be 
able to relate to them.
NOTEBOOK: I’ve read that you 
have the condition synesthesia, 
in which you experience sounds 
as colours — is that integral to 
the way you write your music?
CHRIS SINGLETON: It’s generally 
when I’m mixing something 
that the colour comes in. It’s 
a really weird thing — I didn’t 
know that synesthesia was a 
condition, an unusual condition, 
until my girlfriend brought home 
a newspaper article about it. 
When I make music, I try to 
make albums have a colour. 
Every instrument tends to have 
a colour. It’s a very hard process 
to describe, but then people 
talk about music having light 
and shade so maybe it’s an 
intensification of that. 
NOTEBOOK: You are known for 
your unusual gigs — am I right in 
thinking you once gigged in the 
back of a cab?
CHRIS SINGLETON: Yes, and 
intriguingly, not longer after I 
did that, a concert promoter 
started to organise gigs in the 
back of cabs for other artists. 
I’m not saying the two are 
linked, but… well, I got there 
first!
NOTEBOOK: Yep, seems beyond 
coincidence! And you did a 
Monopoly tour too, playing 
guerrilla gigs at all the stops on 
the Monopoly board.
CHRIS SINGLETON: I did — 
because the first album was 
London-themed, it made sense 

to keep the gigs London-themed 
too, in fun and interesting ways.
NOTEBOOK: So what can we 
expect from your Troubadour 
gig then, on 29th January? Any 
surprises up your sleeve?
CHRIS SINGLETON: Well, I’ll be 
playing a mix of old stuff and 
new. And now you’ve mentioned 
surprises, I’ll have to see what I 
can come up with! 

The Troubadour 
presents 

 CHRIS SINGLETON & BAND: 
pick up his limited edition 

EP and enjoy a full-band live 
performance!

29th January 2009, 8pm 
(tickets available from 

http://www.wegottickets.
com/event/40100)

Get a free download of 
Twisted City for a limited 

time only at
www.chrissingleton.co.uk

or check out some of his new 
material on

www.myspace.com/
chrissingleton

The Troubadour


