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CHRIS SINGLETON

Musician
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QUOTES FROM REVIEWS W

“TWISTED CITY’S CONCEPT IS A FASCINATING IDEA
CARRIED OUT WITH SKILL AND FLAIR BY SURELY ONE
OF THE MOST PROMISING SONGWRITERS TO SURFACE
THIS YEAR” - CLASH MAGAZINE

“SOME OF THE BEST POP / ROCK YOU ARE LIKELY TO
HEAR THIS OR ANY YEAR” - THE IRISH TIMES

“A CONFIDENT COLLECTION OF SONGS...AN EXPRESS
TRAIN OF EMOTIONS” - DAILY EXPRESS

”A MIXTURE OF MELODY, INTELLIGENCE AND SONIC
INNOVATION. EXTREMELY IMPRESSIVE” - THE IRISH
EXAMINER

“IT REALLY IS GOOD STUFF...A GREAT SOUND” -
CHRIS TARRANT, BROADCASTER

“SUBLIME, COMPELLING STUFF” - HOTPRESS

“ONE GLORIOUS RIDE OF WELL-CRAFTED POP/ROCK
TUNES... THIS IS AN ALBUM YOU CAN PLAY AGAIN AND
AGAIN AND NEVER TIRE OF” - GET READY TO ROCK

“LUCKILY | REALLY LIKED IT” - JENNY ECLAIR,
BROADCASTER



TELEVISION AND RADIO W@

UK TV

B|B[C)
COVERED ON BBC LONDON TELEVISION NEWS

itv
COW@ ON ITV’S LONDON TONICHT

CHRIS SINGLETON

Musician




UK RADIO

W&~ SINGLE ‘PIECES” PLAYED ON PETE MITCHELL AND
DERMOT O’LEARY BBC RADIO 2 SHOWS

W@~ SINGLE *‘WORRY NUMBER ONE’ PLAYED ON ALEX
LESTER BBC RADIO 2 SHOW

Y&~ INTERVIEWED ON JENNY ECLAIR’S LBC SHOW

Y@~ PLAYLISTED ON MUSIC CHOICE AND AIRPLAY ON
LBC, KERRANG AND MANY BBC RADIO STATIONS

Y@~ NEWS FEATURES ON CHRIS BROADCAST ON BBC
RADIO S LIVE

Y&~ INTERVIEWED ON SEVERAL BBC REGIONAL RADIO
STATIONS, INCLUDING LEEDS, BRISTOL, MANCHESTER,
AND KENT



IRISH RADIO

W&~ SINGLES “PIECES’ AND ‘TONIGHT” PLAYLISTED ON
RTE RADIO 1

Y&~ LIVE PERFORMANCE AND INTERVIEW ON PAT KENNY
SHOW, IRELAND’S BIGGEST SHOW

Y&~ LIVE PERFORMANCE AND INTERVIEW ON NEWSTALK
Y& INTERVIEW ON TODAY FM’S RAY FOLEY SHOW

Y&~ INTERVIEWS ON PHANTOM FM’S ACCESS ALL
AREAS

W@~ SINGLE ‘GET UP” PLAYED CONTINUOUSLY FOR TWO
WEEKS ON TODAY FM’S RAY D’ARCY SHOW

W&~ LIVE PERFORMANCES AND INTERVIEWS ON MAJOR
REGIONAL RADIO STATIONS, INCLUDING BEAT FM,
CLARE FM, DUNDALK FM, EAST COAST RADIO,
DUBLIN’S 102 FM
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& Chris will pay his ratum to Duklin
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DAILY.i EXPRESS

Yet another celtic troubadour who wears his influences proudly on his sleeve. There
are nods to the Beatles, Ray Davies and Neil Finn in this confident collection of
songs. Inspired by Singleton's weary traveling across the UK and Ireland, "Twisted
City" is an express train of emotions.
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Dubliner Chris Singleton's new album is inspired by his
frequent trips to London for his twin loves (his girlfriend lives
there and he recorded this release at Abbey Road studios)
and is itself a musical representation of a journey across the
capital by tube. Scribbled on the back of train stubs and
discarded newspapers, the subject matter appropriately fits
the real life experience of a young man discovering the
capital and its confusing transit system and who's trying to
make a name for himself in the music industry. Each of the
eleven tracks represents a tube station and Singleton is
blessed with an outsider's view and the talent to record the
going-ons in such a poetic and visual manner. "Twisted City's
concept is a fascinating idea carried out with skill and flair by
surely one of the most promising songwriters to surface this
year.
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“The acowal photo is of john
Lennon the he met Paul Mc-
Carmey in St Peter's Woaolton
Parish Chureh in Liverpool.” says
Chris. “It was taken was July 6,
1957, It’s a piciure of Lennon uj
on stage with the Quarrymen, the
band be was in before The Beatles.
The photo is uirlln mlgaml. nega-

m.candn
‘fhu\d.mdlerrnd-
u:mnmmntun'l.rmn but be-
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Patrick Brennan

Lennon, he wa introduced to Me-
Canney. Paul plaved him Eddie

Cochran's Twenry Flig
Lemnon was sufficient

Rock and
y mmpressed

by what he heand that he invited

Paul
On

to join The

Quarrymen.

tober 18, 1957, Panl Me-

Carmey made his debut with The
Quarrymen.

“When you

throw into this mix

the fact :Iut the photograph was a
l:nmnt from my mother on my

25th

birthday = she knew a friend

of Chris Riund and managed o
peruade him to part with it —
then you can see just how vahuble
the thing b to me peronally. She

=

it o me before | left for Lon-
:o:nrlomakrnuamuu

Chris has a Catholic aste u1
music and cites the likes of Bowi
and Marc with T'hr

Velvet Underground and Bob I)y-
lan & influences besides The Beat-
lex. He abio spent a lot of nme
lllw in choirs 3 he was growing
still appreciates the traning
m harmm} amd mvissical arTange-
ments his choir singing has given

.
He was also learning classical pi-
ann before he d«:cj.dr:fm pick up a

My dad is 2 musician and he was
in a lot of bands in the 6is, so there
was always a lot of music on in the
hmuc Chris. 1 played in

when [ was in Trinity

td.legeuwcll.hil Ituﬁm:lh-r

move for me was going to Lon-
don four years ago, There was
something about the sound of Re-
valver, . that was so different
W .'ulythmg echse 1'd heard ulp o
then. 1 know now about all those
tape loops, compresed drums and

backward guitars, but when 1 was
11 it was Tike an alarm bell went off’
in my head”

It waen't all plain sailing for Chris
once he had settled in London
One of the by and somewhat
unusaal obstacles he had to over-
come was an acute hearing afflic-

von called hyperacusis. Chrs found
Im couldn't bear loud noises of any
descrintion. To make matters worse.

much of the advice he received

about how 1o treat mess was
the wrong v

“Essentially, L lwloptd
over-sensitivity to sound, posibly
th listenang to music tog

dut;.)by . The worst offenders
were things like tailet flushes,
showers, telephones and bus brakes.
The way [ dealt with it — and the
worst way to deal with it i most
caves — was by wearing carplugs,
This just makes the problem worse,
x when you take the carplugs out,
cverything scems oven louder than
when you the plug .

“Event 1 got really pood
trearment on the NHS i =nglhnd.
I ot hearing therapy, which s 2
mix of hearing tests and hearing
coundelling. 1 was really sceptical
about this at firss, Ixnm I muldn't
see how a “hearing shrink’ was
ing to help matters, but acrually it
wan brilliane. 1 jusc needed reassur-
ance that there was nothing perma-
nently wrong with my hearing,
good advice about not wearing
earplugs, and some relucation tech-
niques. The problem was that | had
convinced mvsell iy ears were ef-
fectively * ', and the maorne |
shought this, the worse things l{a(
Once | got some reasurance that
my ears were OK, they started be-
inz OK. "

In spite of having cuss
during the making e album,
Chns nevertheles ?l_dnﬂvd{:l.'n ex=

impressive Twinted Ciry.

“The album & lomely conceved
ma Iukmgwy through London,™
says Chris. “Every song i a stop on
the fine and s sbout a plice, person
of experience in the aty. [t a conss
cept album in the loosest sense of
the waord, but it does have a very
‘travel’ or ‘London” theme to it
There are lots of tbe noises on it,
too. | went down into the Under-
ground with a microphone and
minidisc recorder, so there's smip-
pets of conversations, closing doors,
train departure announcements and
s on on it T looked hike 2 noter
doing it

“Launching the album on the
London L.'mtqe,mmd hel
tract 3 lot of attention in the UK
and then this rravelled scros to Tre-
land. My ambitions for the future
are really j !un caught up in toRring
Twisted City. I'm playing gigs in
some uthﬂ strange l\[nc\ such as a
bus, There will be further single re-
kues later in the year and I'm

forward to coming back to
Crawdaddy in April i Dublin,
Il also be recording some tew
tracks in Berlin Later this year™
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Irish singer’s Twisted
version of lifein London
DUBLIN debut album next month.
Chris Singleton was not The rising star is influenced
busking when he performed by acts such as the Beatles,
on London’s Underground David Bowie, the Who and
- he was promot-  Pink Floyd as well as the
his new album. Stone Roses, Radio Head
MMUuters were given a and Primal Seream.
taste of “Twisted City’', an said he hit on
conceived as a tube the idea for the album after
ride through the British writing songs on the back of
capital, with each song tube tickets, boarding
about a stop on the journey  and newspapers found
and a particular place or abandoned in railway sta-
The , pictured right, “Twisted City" will be
who lives in Stoke Newing-  released on
ton in London, was signed and a single "Worry Number
by major record label Uni- One’ on September 12
versal, who are releasing his EUGENE MOLONEY

THE IRISH TIMES

both w1th strident, old-fash-

ioned echoes of a time when

Paul McCart’ne}t;wou%'d wnte4
again. Then again, McCartney’s

lovelorn ballads were darker and lack of inspiration is Singleton’s
more searing. While there are goodluckcharm.lthaseertamly
many acts who try to patrol simi- :

lar terrain, few can demonstrate

as confident a touch with their
material and craft as O’Brienand
Morrison. www.thehollowsmusic.com

is a concept album oﬂsorts t.hal:
takes various London Under-

ground stations as stopping-off
points for considered thoughts

on the inconsistencies of love
and relationships. It's an interest-
ing set of ideas, complemented
by some of the best pop/rock
you're likely to hear this or any
year - the kind of songs that
you'd just wish someone like

like Messaien, and a jazz one
with adventurous players like
Dave Liebman, Miroslav Vitous
and Dave Holland. On this fine
trio date with John Lockwood
(bass) and Yoron Israel (drums),
Gardony’s playing flows with the
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| This makes me sound like a 15-year-old

1 female, and not entirely cool (and | always try

! to sound cool in these QR:As) but I've been
enjoying Lilly Allen’s Alright Still album, if
that counts as a new release. She's a bit pre-
cocious but, hey, so am |. The album'’s got
some very well-written pop onit.

Can't answer this question with just one
album! My all-time favourites are Dark Side
of the Moon by Pink Floyd, Abbey Road by
the Beatles, The Bends by Radiohead and
Walls and Bridges by John Lennon. | could go
on, there are so many records | love.

20 Classic Number Ones from the 'Jos.
Bought it in a bargain bin for £3.99, but it's
great. It's got everything from Mungo Jerry
to the Boomtown Rats on it. You never know
what to expect next, except that whoever’s
singing it will have big sideburns.

Karaoke?

The nearest thing I've done to karaoke
recently is some very loud shower singing.
My favourite songs to sing in the shower are
Peaches by The Stranglers and Beethoven's
sth Symphony. An odd combination, and
probably quite hard to find on a karacke
machine. But they sound great in the bath-
room.

Everything Else

My favourite book of recent times is

e e e e e

Up-and-coming singer-songwriter
Chris Singleton bigs up songs sung by
men with large sideburns in our Q+A

Northern Lights by Philip Pullman — an
absolutely beautifully told story, complete
with very well-written polar bears.

Magnolia —the film is based around Aimee
Mann's songs, which I love. And | think any
film which manages to make a sequence of
frogs falling from the sky a central part of
the plot deserves to be lavished with praise.

Rental/Old Classic

Some Like it Hot is a corker of an old classic.
Marilyn Monroe shows some real comic
genius in that.

In Dublin, obviously. Or failing that, a musi-
cian's mag, Sound on Sound, which has lots
of pictures of guys with beards and mixing
desks.

Five Things You Recommend
That Are Cool:

1 Music

2 Comfortable sofas

3 Guitars

4] Japanese noodle-based soups
50&aAs

And Two Things That Aren’t;

1Darius
2 Overwhelmingly strong fish

Chris Singleton's latest single Get Up was
released on January 2gth

(Dublin)
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Singleton in love |
with London_Tube
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will be more than an underground hit. Sign ,'ﬁm
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counts David Bowie and The Beatles among his influences, launched
h@MMM#MmﬁUﬂM‘I '
- wanted to write an album about my experiences in London, trving to
;.muu-mmut1w-ugmmmrhh¢m
1 don’t think anything s the city more.”

Aigus Lite

-

-n

I'F
|
|
K
|
13
|



DOWN THE TUBE: Irish singer-songwriter Chris Singleton
performs at Leicester Square underground station yesterday as
he launched his album Twisted City in Tube stations across
London. He has written an entire record about the Tube and his
album starts with a driver saying: “This train Is ready to
_depart, stand clear of the closing doors.”
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